The book contains eight chapters and duction the author discusses both the and his own theoretical point of view of the trend in mortality from the lat The causes of the high mortality le century are investigated in Chapter socio-economic, political, and medica mortality decline in the first half of t of the trends in mortality decline by de la santé, tant dans la region latino-amé [Gutierrez 1984: 383] .
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The decline in mortality during the f ing the occupation of Cuba by the Un to the sanitary and public health mea 119, 123, 129). To support this claim t the sanitary reform and demonstrate mortality from yellow fever, mal became independent, to 1919, the m spite of the Cuban independence, th right to intervene in Cuban affairs Yet, I have a few reservations which concern the author's reasoning in weighing the relative importance of sanitary measures and economic factors. Consider for example the following paragraph regarding the period 1898-1902: "Since the mortality decline occurred in such a short span of time, we can discard the possibility that other influences, such as economic improvements and better nutrition had a major role" (p. 33). Later, however, the author stress growth on the decline in mortality in military occupation that followed . . . of the economy, growth that favored 126). The way the author uses the con influence of developments on mortali discussing the 1902-1919 mortality expansion in Cuba during that per investments in public health. He claim effect of this factor. On page 124 he s in the influence of such investments impact was delayed, in fact, until t seems to contradict his own conclu during 1898-1902 had an immediate sentence. "The decline in mortality be tively be attributed to the far-ranging country while it was occupied by t Concerning the stagnation in mortalit the author also assumes a direct link between this trend and the current economic developments. "The deceleration in the rate of mortality decline . . . corresponds to a period of intense economic crisis that began in Cuba even before the Great Depression abroad" (p. 124, my emphasis). It is unclear, at least to me, why there was an immediate effect on mortality during 1898-1902 and 1930-1945 , while the author introduces the concept of a time lag for the period 1902-1919. 
